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SATURDAY ~ June 14, 2025

Worship and Ordination Service ~9:00 AM
Worship Leader — Presiding Elder Sharon B. Newton

Praise and Worship Simon Temple A. M. E. Zion ~ Choir
Call to Worship Presiding Elder Sharon B. Newton
Invocation Presiding Elder Orlando R. Dowdy
Opening Hymn “The Church’s One Foundation”

The Church’s one foundation. Is Jesus Christ her Lord,
She is His new creation. By water and the Word:
From Heav’n He came and sought her. To be His holy bride,
With His own blood He bought her, and for her life He died.
Elect from every nation, yet one o’er all the earth;

Her charter of salvation, One Lord, one faith, one birth;
One holy name she blesses, Partakes one holy food,
And to one hope she presses, With every grace endued.
’Mid toil and tribulation, and tumult of her war,

She waits the consummation, Of peace forevermore;
Till, with the vision glorious, Her longing eyes are blest,
And the great Church victorious, shall be the Church at rest!
Yet she on earth hath union, With God the Three in One,
And mystic sweet communion with those whose rest is won,
O happy ones and holy! Lord, give us grace that we
Like them, the meek and lowly, on high may dwell with Thee.

The Reading of the Gospel

John 10:1-16 Presiding Elder Donald J. Jones
The Reading of the Epistle
Ephesians 4:7-13 Presiding Elder James A. French
Gloria Patri
Affirmation of Faith “The Apostle’s Creed” Presiding Elder Charlmers L. McDougald
Prayer Presiding Elder Michael S. Bell
Music of Inspiration Simon Temple A. M. E. Zion ~ Choir
Presentation of the Bishop Presiding Elder Terry L. Jones, Sr.
Introduction of the Preacher Bishop W. Darin Moore,
Presiding Prelate ~ Eastern North Carolina Episcopal District
Music of Preparation Simon Temple A. M. E. Zion ~ Choir
Sermon Reverend Elizabeth Howze,

Conference Evangelist ~ Durham District,
Central North Carolina Conference

Invitation to Christian Discipleship
Ministry of Giving Finance Committee




The Ordination Service

Hymn of Consecration Simon Temple A. M. E. Zion ~ Choir
The Presentation of Candidates for Deacon Orders:

Chairs Of Holy Orders

Virgin Islands Conference Presiding Elder Sharon B. Newton

The Order for the Ordination of Deacons

(Candidates are presented by Chairs of Holy Orders Committees)

Virgin Islands Conference ~ Ordinand

Sister Hope Felicia Thornhill (MR) Deacon

The Ordination Ritual

Bishop: Brothers and Sisters: If there are any of you who know of any crime or impediment
in any of these persons presented to be ordained Deacons, for which they should not
to be admitted to this Office, come forth in the name of God, and show what the
crime or impediment is. If any crime or impediment is presented, the Bishop shall
cease from ordaining that person until such time as the party accused shall be found
cleared of the same.

The Collect
(Let us pray together)

Almighty God, who by your divine providence has appointed various Orders of Minis-
ters in your Church, and did inspire your Apostles to choose into the Order of Deacons
your first martyr, St. Stephen, with others: mercifully behold these your servants now
called to the same Office and Administration; replenish them so with the truth of your
doctrine, and adorn them with the innocence of life, that both by word and good exam-
ple they may faithfully serve you in this office, to the glory of your name and the
edification of your Church, through the merits of your Son our Savior Jesus the Christ,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Ghost now and forever.




Bishop:
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Candidates:

Deacons likewise must be serious, not double-tongued, not indulging in much wine,
not greedy for money; they must hold fast to the mystery of the faith with a clear
conscience. And let them first be tested; then, if they prove themselves blameless, let
them serve as deacons. Women likewise must be serious, not slanderers, but tempera-
te, faithful in all things. Let deacons be faithful to one spouse and let them manage
their children and their households well; 13 for those who serve well as deacons gain
a good standing for themselves and great boldness in the faith that is in Christ
Jesus.

Do you trust that you are inwardly moved by the Holy Spirit to take up the Office of
the Ministry of Deacon in the Church of Christ, to serve God for the promoting of
His glory and the edifying of His people?

I trust so.

Do you inexhaustibly believe the entire Canon Scriptures of both the Old and New
Testaments?

I do believe them.

Will you diligently read or expound the same to the people whom you shall be
appointed to serve?

I will.

1t is the responsibility to the Office of a Deacon to assist the Elder in divine services.
And especially when ministering the Holy Communion, to help in the distribution
thereof, and to read and expound the Holy Scriptures, to instruct the youth, and to
baptize. And furthermore, it is your office to search for the sick, poor, and impotent,
that they may be visited and relieved. Will you do this gladly and willingly?

I will do so, by the help of God.

Will you apply all your diligence to form and model your own lives and the lives of
your families, according to the doctrine of Christ; and to make yourselves, with all
that is within you, wholesome examples of the flock of Christ?

I will do so, the Lord being my helper

Will you reverently obey those to whom the charge and government over you is
committed, following, with a glad mind and will, their godly admonitions?

I will endeavor to do so, the Lord being my helper.




The Presentation of Candidates
for Elders Orders

Chairs Of Holy Orders

Albemarle Conference Presiding Elder Donald J. Jones
Central North Carolina Conference Presiding Elder Joseph C. Brown, Sr.

The Order for the Ordination of Elders

(Candidates are presented by Chairs of Holy Orders Committees)

Central North Carolina Conference ~ Ordinands

Reverend Vanessa Mae Alford Elder
Reverend Jacqueline R. Allen Elder
Reverend Paula Battle-Young Elder
Reverend Beulah M. Brower Elder
Reverend Annie Burks-Jones Elder
Reverend Chastity Cannady Elder
Reverend Vonda Carmichael Elder
Reverend Bettye Renee Carter Elder
Reverend Mary K. Cox Elder
Reverend Debra Clyde Elder
Reverend Mark A. Eubanks Elder
Reverend Helen M. Gilchrist Elder
Reverend Vanessia Holland Elder
Reverend Sarah B. Jordan Elder
Reverend Peggy Lindsey-Owens Elder
Reverend Rosemary Matthews Elder
Reverend Stacy McAllister Elder
Reverend Francine McClaine Elder
Reverend Gladys Ross McLean Elder
Reverend Dorothy L. Moore Elder
Reverend Cynthia Kay Olden Elder
Reverend Roslyn Ann Peak Elder
Reverend Carmella Plummer Elder
Reverend Marilyn Pratt Elder
Reverend Samaria G. Richardson Elder
Reverend Jessie M. Riddick Elder
Reverend Wilhelmina Elizabeth Rogers Elder
Reverend Linda F. Smith Elder Elder
Reverend Vera Washington Smith Elder
Reverend Tracy A. Sneed Elder

Reverend Janice L. Stuckey Elder




Reverend Janice L. Stuckey Elder

Reverend Fredricka Sutherland Elder
Reverend Elaine Thomas Elder
Reverend Ronnie A. VanDyke Elder
Reverend Loretta C. Welch-Norton Elder
Reverend Jacquelin Reaves Williams Elder

The Ordination Ritual

Bishop: Brothers and Sisters, we present unto you, these whom we intend, by the help of God
this day, to ordain Elders. For after due examination, we find, not to the contrary,
that they are lawfully called to this function and ministry, and are persons fit for the
same. If, however, there be any crime or impediment in any of them, for which they
ought not be received into this holy Ministry, let the accuser come forward, in the
name of God, and show what the crime or impediment is.

Bishop: You have heard, brothers and sisters, in your private examination, and in the holy
lessons taken out of the Gospel and the writings of the Apostles, of what dignity and
how great of importance this Office is into which you are called. And now again we
exhort you, in the name of our Lord Jesus the Christ, that you have, in remembran-
ce, inquired into how high a dignity and to how weighty an Office you are called:
that is to say, to be messengers, watchmen, and stewards of the Lord, to teach and
forewarn, to feed and provide for the Lord's family, to gather the outcast, to seek the
lost, and to be ever ready to spread abroad the Gospel, the glad tidings of reconcilia-
tion with God.

Have always, therefore, printed in your remembrance how great a treasure is commi-
tted to your charge. For they are the Sheep of Christ, which he bought with his life,
and for whom he shed his blood. The Church who you must serve is his spouse and
his body. And if it shall happen, the same Church, or any member thereof, do take
any hurt or hindrance by reason of your negligence, you know the greatness of the
fault, and also the horrible punishment that will ensue. Therefore, consider the end
of the ministry toward the children of God, toward the spouse and body of Christ;
and see that you never cease your labor, your care and diligence, until you have done
all that lies in you, according to your bounden duty, to bring all such as are or shall
be committed to your charge unto that agreement in the faith and knowledge of God,
and to that ripeness and perfectness of age in Christ, that there be no place left
among you, either for error in religion, or for viciousness in life.

For as much then as your Office is both of so great excellency and of so great
difficulty, you see with how great care and study you ought to apply yourselves, as
well that you may show yourselves dutiful and thankful unto that Lord who has
placed you in so high a dignity; as also to beware that neither you yourselves offend,
nor be occasion that others offend.
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Furthermore, you cannot have a mind and will of your own; for that will and ability
is only given from God. Therefore, you have a need to pray earnestly for his Holy
Spirit. And seeing that you cannot, by any other means, fully understand the full
extent of doing so weighty a work, pertaining to the salvation of man, but with
doctrine and exhortation taken out of the Holy Scriptures, and with a life agreeable
to the same, consider how much time you should spend in studying, reading or
learning the Scriptures. And further, in determining these things, you must also
determine, with all of your ability, both regarding you and those especially commit-
ted to you, according to the rule of the Scriptures; how to forsake and set aside, all
worldly cares and studies.

We hope that you have all weighed and pondered these things with yourselves long
before this time, and that you have clearly determined, by God's grace, to give your-
selves wholly unto this Office, with which it has pleased God to call you; so that as
much as lies within you, you will apply yourselves wholly to this thing, and draw all
your cares and studies this way. And that you will also continually pray to God the
Father, by the mediation of our only Savior Jesus the Christ, for the heavenly assis-
tance of the Holy Ghost; that by daily reading and weighing of the Scriptures you
may grow riper and stronger in your ministry. And further, that you may so endeavor
to sanctify the lives of you and those you serve, in order to fashion them after the
rule and doctrine of Christ, be wholesome and godly examples and models for the
people to follow.

And now, that this congregation of Christians here may also understand your minds
and wills in these things, and that your promise may persuade you to do your duties
even more, you shall answer plainly to these things which we, in the name of God
and his Church, shall demand of you touching the same.

Do you believe in your heart that you are truly called, according to the will of our
Lord Jesus the Christ, to the order of Elders?

I do so believe.

Are you persuaded that the Holy Scriptures contain sufficiently all doctrine required
of necessity for eternal salvation, through faith in Jesus Christ? And that you are
determined out of said Scriptures to instruct the people committed to your charge to
teach them nothing, as required of necessity to eternal salvation, but that which you
shall be persuaded, that may also be concluded and proved by the same?

I am persuaded, and have so determined, by God’s grace.

Will you then give your faithful diligence always so to minister the Doctrine and
Sacraments and Discipline of Christ as the Lord has commanded?

I will do so, by the help of the Lord.

Will you be ready, with all faithful diligence, to banish and drive away all erroneous
and strange doctrines contrary to God's word? And will you use both public and

*
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private admonitions and exhortations to the sick, as well as to everyone within your
charge, as need shall require and occasion shall be given?

I will, the Lord being my helper.

Will you be diligent in praying and in reading the Holy Scriptures, and in such
studies which will further provide the knowledge of the same, laying aside the study
of the world and the flesh?
I will endeavor to do so, the Lord being my helper.

Will you be diligent to frame and fashion yourselves and your families according to
the doctrine of Christ: and to make both yourselves and them, with all that is within
you, wholesome examples and models to the people of Christ?
I will apply myself to these things, the Lord being my helper.

Will you maintain and set forward, with all that is within you, quietness, peace, and
love among all Christian people and especially among them that are or shall be
committed to your charge?
I will so do, the Lord being my helper.

Will you reverently obey your chief Ministers, who have been committed the charge
and government over you? And will you follow, with a glad mind and will, their

godly admonitions, and submit yourselves to their godly judgment?

I will do so, the Lord being my helper.

Almighty God, who has given you this will to do all these things, also grant you
strength and power to perform the same; that He may accomplish His work which he
has begun in you, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.




Bishop:

(To be read responsively)

Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire.
And lighten with celestial fire.
Thou anointing Spirit art,

Who dost thy sevenfold gifts impart.
Thy blessed unction from above
Is comfort, life, and fire of love.
Enable with perpetual light
The dullness of our blinded sight;
Anoint and cheer our soiled face
With the abundance of thy grace;
Keep far our foes, give peace at home:
Where thou art Guide no ill can come.
Teach us to know the Father, Son
And Thee of both to be but ONE;
That through the ages, all along,
This may be our endless song:
Praise to thy eternal merit,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of your infinite love and goodness toward
us have given to us your only and most dearly beloved Son Jesus Christ to be our
Redeemer and the author of everlasting life; who after he had made perfect our
redemption by his death, and was ascended into heaven, sent abroad into the world
his Apostles, Prophets, Evangelists, Teachers, and Pastors, by whose labor and
ministry he gathered together a great flock in all parts of the world, to set forth the
eternal praise of your holy name: for these so great benefits of your eternal goodness
and for that you have promised to call these here present to the same Office and
Ministry appointed for salvation of mankind, we render unto you heartfelt thanks:
we praise and worship you; and we humbly beseech you, by the same, your blessed
Son, to grant unto all who, either here or elsewhere, call upon your name, that we
may continue to show ourselves thankful unto you for these and all of your many
benefits, and that we may daily increase and go forward in the knowledge and faith
of you and your Son, by the Holy Spirit. So that in your Ministers, and those over
whom they shall be appointed as Ministers, may ever glorify your holy name, and
cause your blessed kingdom to be enlarged through the same, your Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the same Holy Spirit world
without end.

Amen
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(The Bishop and Elders shall lay hands on each candidate )

The Lord pour upon you the Holy Ghost for the Office and work of an Elder in the
Church of God, now committed unto you by the authority of the Church through the
imposition of our hands. And be a faithful dispenser of the Word of God and of his
holy Sacraments: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.
Amen.

(Each candidate placing their hands on the Holy Bible)

Take authority as an Elder in the Church, to preach the word of God and to adminis-
ter the holy Sacraments in the Congregation.

Most Merciful Father, we ask you to send upon these your servants your heavenly
blessings, that they may be clothed with righteousness, and that your word spoken by
their mouths may have such success, that it may never be spoken in vain. Grant also
that we may have grace to hear and receive what they shall deliver out of your most
holy word, be agreeable to the same, and be the means of our salvation; that in all
our words and deeds we may seek your glory and the increase of your kingdom,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Appointments and Closing Remarks Bishop W. Darin Moore
Benediction Reverend Elizabeth Howze




Reverend

Elizabeth Howze

Rev. Elizabeth Howze serves as the Director of the Academy of Teaching, Training, and Learning
at the Ormond Center at Duke Divinity School. There, she is tasked with developing practical resources
to help bridge the gap between theological education, congregational innovation, and community
transformation. She is lovingly known as a professional agitator, master collaborator, strategic thinker, and
wisdom facilitator.

Elizabeth holds a Bachelor’s degree in Social Work from North Carolina State University (2009). In 2017,
she became the first to complete an advanced standing, dual degree graduate program, earning a Master of
Divinity from Duke Divinity School and a Master of Social Work from UNC-Chapel Hill in three years.
Elizabeth served as an ordained Deacon in the AME Zion Church and is passionate about equipping God’s
children to live free, full, and faithful lives to the glory of God. Reverend Howze was also ordained an
Elder at the ENCED 2025 Convocation.

Elizabeth resides in Durham, NC, with her husband, Rev. Tamario Howze, and their two children (Asha and
Asher).




The Right Reverend

W. Darin Moore

Bishop W. Darin Moore is a native of Mt. Vernon, NY and began his college education at Livingstone
College, graduating from Purchase College, in Purchase, NY with a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Psychology.
Theological studies were done at Yale University Divinity School obtaining the M.Div. from United
Theological Seminary. He received his Doctor of Ministry Degree from UTS as well as an honorary
Doctorate from Livingstone College in Salisbury, North Carolina.

Pastoral assignments for Bishop Moore have included Clarksville and MorningStar AME Zion Churches,
Monroe, NC; Mt. Olivet AME Zion Church, Greensboro, NC; and Jones Tabernacle AME Zion Church,
Indianapolis, IN. While in Greensboro, he served on the Commission for the Greensboro Coliseum and the
County Commission on Children and Youth. In Indianapolis, Bishop Moore served two terms as President
of the Board of Directors for the Greater Indianapolis Church Federation and was the Presiding Elder
of the Indianapolis District for the AME Zion Church. He became the pastor of his home church, Greater
Centennial AME Zion Church in 1993 and served faithfully until his election as a Bishop.

In July, 2012 Bishop Moore was elevated to the episcopacy from Greater Centennial A.M.E. Zion Church,
Mt. Vernon, NY as the 99th bishop in succession. During his tenure as pastor of Greater Centennial the
congregation grew from a few hundred to more than 6,500 members.

Bishop Moore was elected President of the Mount Vernon Board of Education. Additionally, he served
as President of the United Black Clergy of Westchester, the Founding Chairperson for Save Our Seed
Ministries, and a member of the Westchester County African American Advisory Board. He is Founder and
the past President of the Greater Centennial Community Development Corporation and past President of
Greater Centennial Homes where he led in the construction of the James Varick Homes for 1st time home
buyers, construction of the Zion Court Apartments, and a $12 million substantial renovation of Greater
Centennial Homes.

Twice, he has been selected as the Morning Preacher for the Hampton Ministers’ Conference, an annual
gathering of more than 10,000 ministers and musicians from around the country, he has been inducted into
both the Morehouse College MLK Board of Preachers and the inaugural class of the Bishop Alfred G.
Dunston College of Preachers at Livingstone College. Bishop Moore’s sermons have been published in The
African American Pulpit Forum and the Balm in Gilead Journal. He is the author/editor of two books.

Bishop Moore is a Past Chair of the National Council of Churches, USA, Chair of the Hood Theological
Seminary Board of Trustees, Vice Chairman of the Livingstone College Board of Trustees, and a member
of the World Methodist Council. He also serves as Chairman of the Restructuring Commission and
the Connectional Budget Board of the AME Zion Church. Bishop Moore is the Presiding Bishop
of the Eastern North Carolina Episcopal District, which includes the Albemarle, Cape Fear, Central North-



Carolina, North Carolina, and Virgin Islands Conferences.

A loving husband to Devieta C. Moore, and devoted father to Daron (Elaina), Dana (Kevin), and Dion. He
and his wife are proud grandparents of five grandchildren, Jayli, Creed, Kevin, Carter, and Dailyn.

Bishop Moore uses as his theme:

“It’s our OUTREACH that validates our UP REACH!




